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A NIGHT WATCHMAN'S JOURNEY: THOUGHTS ON 50 YEARS OF
OBSERVING

David H. LEVY'

Ozet

Kuyruklu yildiztar hakkinda bir arastirmaya baslamak istedigime karar verdigimde, 1965 Ekim
ayinda Fransizca s6zlii sinavi igin okudugum liseye dogru yoldaydim. O yil 17 Aralik’da arastirmaya
baglarms olsam da ilk kuyruklu yildizzmi kesfetmem 1984’den once degildi. (19 yil veya
gozmerceginde 917 yil sonra). 21 yil sonra hala kuyruklu yildizlarin kataloglanacak hedefler
olmaktan daha fazlast oldugunu diisiiniiyorum.

Bir ey zamanl kesife tesekkiir ediyorum: Shoemaker-Levy 9. Bu gezegendeki yasamun kaynagi ve
evrimi iizerinde kuyruklu yildiz ¢carpismalarinin oynadigt rol hakkinda daha fazla bilgi sahibi olduk.
Pan-StARRS’mm gelisimi ile gorsel kuyruklu yildiz kesiflerinin gelecegi yakinda bu onemli ¢aligma
alaninin tarihine indirilecektir.

Halen gorsel olarak ve de otomatik bir CCD porgramu ile kuyruklu yildizlar arastirmaya devam
etmekteyim. Bu calisma benim gozlem kariyerim ve gece gokyiizii ile ilgili cocukluk hayalimin nasil
gece gokyiizii altinda gecirdigim zamanlara onciiliik ettigi ile ilgilidir.

Abstract

I was on the way to my high school French Oral exam in October 1965 when I decided that T wanted
to begin a search for comets. Although I began the search on December 17 that year, it was not until
1984-- 19 years or 917 hours at the eyepiece later-- that I discovered my first comet. Twenty-one
finds later, I still feel that comets are more than just targets to be catalogued.

Thanks in part to one co-discoveries, Shoemaker-Levy 9, we know more about the role that comet
collisions have played in the origin and evolution of life on this planet. With the evolution of Pan-
StARRS, the future of visual comet finding will soon be relegated to the history of this important
field of endeavor.

I am still searching for comets both visually and with an automated CCD program. This talk will be
about my observing career and how my childhood fascination with the night sky led to a highly
satisfying time under the night sky.
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