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WILLIAM TYLER, MEET JANET:

HOW TWO EXTRAORDINARY PEOPLE MADE VARIABLE STARS ACCESSIBLE

TO THE REST OF US

David H. LEVY'

Ozet

Bir 151k noktasimin parlaklasip soniiklesmesini izleme fikri her zaman kolay is degildir. Degisenleri
yanliz birakarak gezegen, kuyrulu yildiz ve derin uzay gozlemciligini benimsemis ¢ok iyi amator
astronomlar vardir. Iyi bir sarap gibi degisen yildiz gézlemciligi de aquired bir tat olabilir. Neyse ki,
baz1 insanlar yillar boyunca, bu alam daha genis bir yildiz asig1 kitlesine ulastirmaya kariyerlerini ve
hayatlarim adamuslardir. Bu sunum béyle iki kahramanin ¢alismalarini kutlamaktadir; William Tyler
Olcott ve Janet Mattei; degisen yildiz gézlemciligini kendi nesillerinin kalplerine dokunan bir alana
doniistiiren iki akil hocasi. Her ikisi de iinsanlara ulasan gizemli bir yolla degisenler icin bilgi ve
hevesi birlestirmistir. Bu ¢ok 6zel astronomlarin ¢abalart olmasaydi, degisen yildizlar bugiin oldugu
alan olamazdi.

Abstract

The idea of watching a point of light brighten and fade over a specific period of time is not always an
"easy sell"-- there are some very good amateur astronomers who have embraced the planets, comets,
and deep sky observing while leaving variables alone. Like fine wines, variable star observing can be
an aquired taste. Fortunately, over the decades, some people have dedicated their careers and lives to
making the field accessible to the larger community of lovers of the stars. This presentation celebrates
the work of two of these championbs-- William Tyler Olcott and Janet Mattei, two mentors who
transformed variable star observing into a field that touches the hearts of their generations. They both
combined knowledge and enthusiasm for variables with an uncanny way of reaching out to people.
Variable stars would not be the field it is today were it not for the efforts of these very special
astronomers.
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